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Overview  
 

Myth/Misconception Some Key Points & Facts 

1. Refugees are 
weakening Canadian 
identity.  

Indigenous peoples are the original inhabitants of this land; their rich and diverse 
cultures have formed the very foundation of Canadian identity. All others came 
(or have ancestors who came) to Canada as immigrants.   

Diversity is not new.  A hundred years ago, Canada was already quite diverse. 

Part of our identity is responding to others in our community with empathy and 
compassion.   

2. Refugees who cross 
the border without 
going to an official 
Port of Entry must be 
charged for breaking 
the law. 

It would actually be illegal for Canadian authorities to prosecute refugees who 
bypass an official Port of Entry and enter Canada through irregular channels.   

Seeking asylum from persecution is a fundamental right. The 1951 United 
Nations Refugee Convention and Canada’s Immigration and Refugee Protection 
Act both say that refugees must not be penalized for breaking immigration laws 
in order to enter the country to seek asylum.  

3. Refugee Claimants 
are a threat to our 
security. 

Refugees are not threats to security – they are seeking security and protection 
from threats to their own lives.  

Refugee Claimants and resettled refugees all go through significant security 
screening.  Individuals who have been convicted of serious criminal offences are 
not eligible to seek asylum in Canada.  

Numerous research studies have shown that immigrants (including those who 
arrived as Refugee Claimants) have lower rates of criminal activity and 
incarceration. 

4. Refugees are an 
economic burden, 
and a drain on our 
social programs. 

Refugees receive very limited income assistance from the government (if any).   

While refugees generally start out with lower employment rates, once they have 
settled they often end up having equivalent employment rates to the Canadian 
average.  

Refugees generally have higher rates of business ownership and thus generate 
economic activity for Canada – they are job creators. 

5. Refugee Claimants 
are queue jumpers. 

There is no official queue/line of refugees seeking asylum.  There are no “proper” 
or "normal" channels for refugees to seek protection. The process of refugee 
resettlement operates more like a lottery than a queue.  It is only a lucky few who 
are able to find permanent resettlement and start the process of rebuilding their 
lives in safety.   

According to the United Nations High Commission for Refugees, less than 1% 
of the world’s refugees will ever find a safe haven by being resettled. If the 
mythical refugee queue actually existed, refugees joining at the end of the line 
might have to wait for 100 years to get to the front.   
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Myth/Misconception Some Key Points & Facts 

6. Canada is being 
overwhelmed by 
refugees. 

There are over 65 million forcibly displaced people around the world; 22 million 
of them are refugees. According to the United Nations, we are witnessing the 
highest numbers of displaced people ever.  

Only a small minority of Asylum Seekers make claims in the world’s richest 
countries, including Canada.  

In 2016, there were a total of 23,894 refugee claims in Canada; this is consistent 
with the historical average of 25,000 refugee claims per year.  

7. The United States is 
a safe country for 
refugees. 

Canada’s “Safe Third Country Agreement” with the United States (U.S.) means 
that Asylum Seekers in the U.S. must make their refugee claim there, instead of 
in Canada. This limitation leads to more irregular arrivals (i.e., crossing the 
border at points other than official Ports of Entry).   

The Canadian Council for Refugees and Amnesty International have both 
opposed the Safe Third Country Agreement because of longstanding concerns 
about the protection of refugees in the U.S. In 2007, the Federal Court of Canada 
agreed with these organizations, ruling that the U.S. does not always protect 
refugees as required under international law.  

The situation now is significantly worse. The Trump Administration has adopted 
an arbitrary immigration enforcement approach, as well as anti-refugee and anti-
Muslim measures. This means we cannot be confident that refugees sent back 
to the U.S. will have their basic rights protected. Areas of concern include the 
confinement of children in U.S. detention centres, and the return of refugees to 
countries where they face the risk of imprisonment, torture or death. Due to these 
concerns, Refugee Claimants are increasingly choosing to cross the border 
through irregular channels.   

8. We should help 
those who live here 
first, instead of 
helping Refugee 
Claimants. 

Refugee Claimants are members of our community. Helping one vulnerable 
group does not prevent us from also helping others who need support. Instead 
of adopting an “us” versus “them” approach, Manitobans from different 
backgrounds are coming together to assist Refugee Claimants during their first 
few weeks in our community.   

In response to the arrival of Refugee Claimants, former refugees themselves 
have taken a lead role in working with government departments, service 
providers, ethnocultural community associations, churches, etc. to coordinate a 
comprehensive resettlement plan. 

Former refugees have also raised money and volunteered their time to address 
other pressing community issues such as poverty, homelessness and Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous Women.  We all have a role to play in helping each 
other, and in making our community as strong as possible. 
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Myth/Misconception #1: 

Refugees are weakening Canadian identity. 

 

 Indigenous peoples are the original inhabitants of this land, and occupied North America for 
thousands of years before European settlers arrived. As the first peoples of Canada, their rich and 
diverse cultures have formed the very foundation of Canadian identity.  
  

 All others came (or have ancestors who came) to Canada as immigrants.  For many decades, 
Scottish, Polish, Italian, Jewish, Ukrainian, Hungarian, Czech, Chinese, Chilean, Bosnian, Kosovar, 
etc. communities have come to Canada as refugees who were seeking a place of safety from 
persecution, war or violence. 
 

 A hundred years ago, Canada was already quite diverse. The population included First Nations, 
Métis and Inuit peoples; a significant Chinese population, especially in the West; African-Canadians 
who had been living in Canada for generations; and people of different European heritages. This 
diversity has often been denied or forgotten due to racism and assimilation policies/practices.  
 

 Part of our identity is responding to others in our community with empathy and compassion.   

 
“Manitoba has always been a safe and welcoming place, and Manitobans have a well-deserved 
reputation within Canada for compassion and willingness to help those in need. Just as we have opened 
our arms to newcomers for centuries, our province continues to provide significant supports to those 
organizations offering direct services to Refugee Claimants.” 

- Premier Pallister’s announcement of supports for Refugee Claimants on February 23, 2017 

 
“In Canada, we see diversity as a source of strength, not weakness. Our country is strong not in spite 
of our differences, but because of them. And make no mistake: we have had many failures, from the 
internment of Ukrainian, Japanese and Italian Canadians during the World Wars; to our turning away 
boats of Jewish and Punjabi refugees; to the shamefully continuing marginalization of Indigenous 
Peoples. What matters is that we learn from our mistakes, and recommit ourselves to doing better. To 
that end, in recent months, Canadians have opened their arms and their hearts to families fleeing the 
ongoing conflict in Syria. And from the moment they arrived, those 31,000 refugees were welcomed – 
not as burdens, but as neighbours and friends. As new Canadians.” 
- Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s address to the 71st Session of the United Nations General Assembly 
 
 

Sources & Additional Resources  

1. Canadian Council for Refugees, Facing Facts:  Myths and Misconceptions about Refugees and Immigrants in Canada.  

http://ccrweb.ca/sites/ccrweb.ca/files/static-files/documents/FFacts.htm 
2. Government of Canada, Canada – A History of Refuge. http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/refugees/timeline.asp  
3. Government of Canada – Aboriginal History in Canada. https://www.aadnc-

aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100013778/1100100013779 
4. Government of Manitoba, News Release – Government of Manitoba Provides Emergency Supports for Refugee 

Claimants.  http://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?archive=&item=40830  
5. Prime Minister’s Office, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s Address to the 71st Session of the United Nations General 

Assembly.  http://pm.gc.ca/eng/news/2016/09/20/prime-minister-justin-trudeaus-address-71st-session-united-nations-
general-assembly  

http://ccrweb.ca/sites/ccrweb.ca/files/static-files/documents/FFacts.htm
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/refugees/timeline.asp
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100013778/1100100013779
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100013778/1100100013779
http://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?archive=&item=40830
http://pm.gc.ca/eng/news/2016/09/20/prime-minister-justin-trudeaus-address-71st-session-united-nations-general-assembly
http://pm.gc.ca/eng/news/2016/09/20/prime-minister-justin-trudeaus-address-71st-session-united-nations-general-assembly
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Myth/Misconception #2: 

Refugees who cross the border without going to an official  
Port of Entry must be charged for breaking the law. 

 
 It would actually be illegal for Canada to prosecute refugees who bypass an official Port of 

Entry and enter Canada through irregular channels.   
 

 Seeking asylum from persecution is a fundamental right, as expressed in the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights.  Article 14 states that, “everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other 
countries asylum from persecution.”   
 

 After World War Two, 145 countries agreed to protect refugees through the 1951 United Nations 
Refugee Convention.  During the war many countries, including Canada, had denied entry to Jewish 
refugees fleeing persecution by the Nazis.  
 

 The 1951 United Nations Refugee Convention and Canada’s Immigration and Refugee 
Protection Act both say that refugees must not be penalized for breaking immigration laws in 
order to enter the country to seek asylum.  
 

 Refugee Claimants have a legal right to a compassionate and fair review of their cases, and adequate 
supports until a decision is made.  

 
Sources & Additional Resources  

1. Canadian Council for Refugees, Refugees entering from US and Safe Third Country: FAQ. http://ccrweb.ca/en/refugees-
entering-us-and-safe-third-country-faq  

2. Manitoba Association of Newcomer Serving Organizations (MANSO), Refugee Claimants Crossing Borders Irregularly. 
http://mansomanitoba.ca/resource-category/refugee-claimants/ 

3. United Nations, Universal Declaration of Rights. http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights  
4. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Convention and Protocol Relating to the Status and of 

Refugees.  http://www.unhcr.org/3b66c2aa10  

  

 
  

http://ccrweb.ca/en/refugees-entering-us-and-safe-third-country-faq
http://ccrweb.ca/en/refugees-entering-us-and-safe-third-country-faq
http://mansomanitoba.ca/resource-category/refugee-claimants/
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights
http://www.unhcr.org/3b66c2aa10
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Myth/Misconception #3: 

Refugee Claimants are a threat to our security. 

 
 Refugees are not threats to security – they are seeking security and protection from threats 

to their own lives. They have been targeted because of their race, religion, political opinion, 
nationality or membership in a particular group; and have been forced to leave their homes to escape 
torture, imprisonment, violence and mass killings.   
 

 It is far more difficult to enter Canada as a refugee than as a visitor. Refugee Claimants and 
resettled refugees all go through significant security screening.  Individuals who have been 
convicted of serious criminal offences are not eligible to seek asylum in Canada.  
 

 All Refugee Claimants are subject to immediate criminality and security checks, conducted by the 
Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA), in partnership with other relevant government agencies 
such as the Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS). It is not likely that a person intending to 
commit a violent act would submit to such detailed examinations.  
 

 There is no evidence to support the argument that an increase in the number of Refugee Claimants 
is associated with decreased security for North Americans. The CATO Institute published a 
comprehensive study of the risk of terrorism from different categories of immigrants in the United 
States. Since 1975 there have been no terrorist attacks by refugees or Asylum Seekers from the 
countries named in the Trump Administration’s travel ban. Based on the data, Americans are more 
likely to be killed by their own clothes (igniting or melting) than by an immigrant terrorist. 
 

 Numerous research studies have shown that immigrants (including immigrants who arrived as 
Refugee Claimants) have lower rates of criminal activity and incarceration.   

Sources & Additional Resources  

1. American Immigration Council, The Criminalization of Immigration in the United States Walter A. Ewing.  July 2015.  

https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/sites/default/files/research/the_criminalization_of_immigration_in_the_united
_states.pdf 

2. Amnesty International, 14 Facts About Refugees.  http://www.amnesty.ca/blog/14-facts-about-refugees  
3. Business Insider, Despite Trump's Speech, Immigrants Commit Far Fewer Crimes than Native-Born Americans. Veronika 

Bondarenko.  March 1, 2017.  http://www.businessinsider.com/immigrants-commit-less-crime-than-native-born-americans-
trump-speech-2017-3  

4. Canadian Council of Refugees, Did You Know...? Facts about Refugees and Refugee Claimants in Canada.  
http://ccrweb.ca/en/myths-facts  

5. Canadian Labour Market and Skills Researcher Network, Immigration and Crime: Evidence from Canada. Haimin Zhang.  
April 2014. http://www.clsrn.econ.ubc.ca/workingpapers/CLSRN%20Working%20Paper%20no.%20135%20-
%20Zhang.pdf  

6. CATO Institute, Terrorism and Immigration: A Risk Analysis. Alex Nowrasteh.  September 13, 2016. 

https://www.cato.org/publications/policy-analysis/terrorism-immigration-risk-analysis  
7. Department of Justice Canada: Research and Statistics Division, Exploring the Link between Crime and Socio-Economic 

Status in Ottawa and Saskatoon: A Small-Area Geographical Analysis. Peter Kitchen. 2006.  
http://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/csj-sjc/crime/rr06_6/rr06_6.pdf 

8. Government of Canada, How Canada’s Refugee System Works. http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/refugees/canada.asp  
9. Journal of Criminal Justice, Criminal Epidemiology and the Immigrant Paradox: Intergenerational Discontinuity in Violence 

and Antisocial Behavior among Immigrants. Michael G. Vaughn et al. 2014.  
http://www.soc.iastate.edu/staff/kusow/Criminal%20epidemiology%20and%20the%20immigrant%20paradox.pdf  

10. National Bureau of Economic Research, Why are Immigrants’ Incarceration Rates so Low?  Evidence on Selective 
Immigration, Deterrence, and Deportation by Kristin F. Butcher. July 20017.  
http://ase.tufts.edu/economics/papers/butcher_piehl.pdf 

https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/sites/default/files/research/the_criminalization_of_immigration_in_the_united_states.pdf
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/sites/default/files/research/the_criminalization_of_immigration_in_the_united_states.pdf
http://www.amnesty.ca/blog/14-facts-about-refugees
http://www.businessinsider.com/immigrants-commit-less-crime-than-native-born-americans-trump-speech-2017-3
http://www.businessinsider.com/immigrants-commit-less-crime-than-native-born-americans-trump-speech-2017-3
http://ccrweb.ca/en/myths-facts
http://www.clsrn.econ.ubc.ca/workingpapers/CLSRN%20Working%20Paper%20no.%20135%20-%20Zhang.pdf
http://www.clsrn.econ.ubc.ca/workingpapers/CLSRN%20Working%20Paper%20no.%20135%20-%20Zhang.pdf
https://www.cato.org/publications/policy-analysis/terrorism-immigration-risk-analysis
http://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/csj-sjc/crime/rr06_6/rr06_6.pdf
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/refugees/canada.asp
http://www.soc.iastate.edu/staff/kusow/Criminal%20epidemiology%20and%20the%20immigrant%20paradox.pdf
http://ase.tufts.edu/economics/papers/butcher_piehl.pdf
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Myth/Misconception #4:   

Refugees are an economic burden, and a drain on our social programs. 

 
 Refugees do not come to Canada to abuse the system or get rich.  Canada has a process for 

determining refugee status that distinguishes refugees from economic immigrants.  Unlike economic 
immigrants, refugees come to Canada seeking protection.  The wars and circumstances that caused 
people to flee their countries seldom discriminate between the rich or poor; and many refugees led 
successful lives before being forced to leave everything behind in search of safety.       

 
 For many years, a persistent chain email has been circulating claiming that refugees receive 

significantly more money in income assistance than Canadians collecting a pension.  The 
information, which is based on a letter published in the Toronto Star, is false. The record has 
been set straight by the Government of Canada, and the Canadian Council for Refugees.   

 
 Refugees come to Canada in different ways but, no matter the category, receive very limited 

income assistance from the government (if any).  No category receives more than the minimum 
amount for provincial social assistance.   

 
 Refugee Claimants are entitled to very little support when they first arrive in Canada. Unlike 

refugees who are sponsored by the government or by private sponsors, Refugee Claimants are not 
eligible for services funded by Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada.   

 
 Manitobans are stepping up to address this gap.   

 On February 23, 2017, the Government of Manitoba committed funding to help with the 
transportation of Refugee Claimants from the border; the provision of paralegal supports; and the 
expansion of temporary accommodation available to Refugee Claimants.   

 Ethnocultural communities, faith-based groups and other organizations are also helping by 
providing housing; assisting Refugee Claimants with completing their paperwork; and donating 
money and other essential items.  

 On March 2, 2017, United Way Winnipeg launched a fundraising campaign to help meet the 
essential needs of Refugee Claimants during their first 30 days in our community.   

 
 After 30 days in Canada, Refugee Claimants become eligible to apply for work permits and 

access supports to help them become independent.   
 

 Refugees are prepared to work hard to become financially self-sufficient, but they face many barriers 
to finding employment, such as: discrimination; lack of professional networks; language and skills 
differences; and lack of documentation to prove their education and training. Partly due to these 
barriers, the employment rate for newcomers is initially lower when compared to persons born in 
Canada.   
 

 The majority of refugees eventually succeed in overcoming barriers and finding gainful employment.  
Refugees eventually attain equivalent employment rates to the Canadian average once they 
have had a chance to get settled.  
 

 



Bread & Borders: Exploring Fears, Facts & Impacts about Refugee Claimants  
Common Myths/Misconceptions About Refugees  

For definitions of key terms, refer to the document Talking about Immigrants and Refugees – A Glossary. 
 

Refugee Public Awareness Coalition (Manitoba) 

 
 Instead of being a drain on our social programs, immigrants are net contributors.  Economists 

and business leaders have advised countries like Canada to accept more refugees because of our 
aging population.  
 

 Canada needs immigrants and refugees to fill job vacancies in many sectors; and to expand our tax 
base to help pay for pensions, our medical system and other essential social programs.  
 

 Refugees generate economic activity and create jobs by opening businesses.  A recent 
Statistics Canada study showed that immigrants, including those who came to Canada as 
refugees, had higher rates of business ownership compared to other Canadians.   

 

 
“A significant share of the skilled workers required to maintain the ongoing growth of our economy 
will be made up from new immigrants and refugees coming into our community.  As a community we 
need to be prepared to have the programs and services readily available to ensure their seamless 
integration into the economy and community.” 
- Greg Dandewich, Senior Vice President, Economic Development Winnipeg on July 31, 2017 
 

Sources & Additional Resources  

1. Amnesty International, 14 Facts about Refugees.  http://www.amnesty.ca/blog/14-facts-about-refugees 
2. Canadian Business, Why Canada Should Welcome More Syrian Refugees — A Lot More. James Cowan.  

http://www.canadianbusiness.com/blogs-and-comment/why-canada-should-welcome-more-syrian-refugees-a-lot-more/     
3. Canadian Council for Refugees, Refugees and Income Assistance - Rebutting the Chain Email ("Pensioners' Myth").    

http://ccrweb.ca/en/pensioners-myth  
4. Canadian Council for Refugees, Refugees entering from US and Safe Third Country: FAQ. http://ccrweb.ca/en/refugees-

entering-us-and-safe-third-country-faq  
5. Canadian Council for Refugees, Refugees:  Myths... Busted!  Choosing Facts over Fears.  http://ccrweb.ca/en/refugee-

myths-busted-choosing-facts-over-fear  
6. Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada. Do government-assisted refugees get more income support and benefits 

than Canadian pensioners do? http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/helpcentre/answer.asp?qnum=105&top=11  
7. Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), Refugees are not a Burden but an Opportunity. 

Philippe Legrain.  http://www.oecd.org/migration/refugees-are-not-a-burden-but-an-opportunity.htm  
8. Peel Newcomer Strategy Group, Refugees in Canada; Myths and Facts. 

http://www.dioceseofalgoma.com/UploadedFiles/file/Refugee%20Sponsorship%20Resources/Refugees%20Workshop%2
0Handouts%202%20-%20Refugees%20in%20Canada%20Myths%20and%20Facts.pdf 

9. Statistics Canada, 2011 National Household Survey - Data Table 99-010-X2011046. http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-

recensement/2011/dp-pd/index-eng.cfm     
10. Statistics Canada, CANSIM Tables - Labour Force Characteristics by Immigrant Status of Population.  

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/tables-tableaux/sum-som/l01/cst01/labor90a-eng.htm   
11. Statistics Canada, Immigration, Business Ownership and Employment in Canada. 

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/11f0019m/11f0019m2016375-eng.htm 
12. The Globe and Mail, For Canada, Immigration is a Key to Prosperity. Clément Gignac.  

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/economy-lab/for-canada-immigration-is-a-key-to-
prosperity/article14711281/ 

13. Transatlantic Council on Migration, The Economic Integration of Refugees in Canada: a Mixed Record? L. Wilkinson and 
J. Garcea. April 2017. http://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/economic-integration-refugees-canada-mixed-record   

 
 

  

http://www.amnesty.ca/blog/14-facts-about-refugees
http://www.canadianbusiness.com/blogs-and-comment/why-canada-should-welcome-more-syrian-refugees-a-lot-more/
http://ccrweb.ca/en/pensioners-myth
http://ccrweb.ca/en/refugees-entering-us-and-safe-third-country-faq
http://ccrweb.ca/en/refugees-entering-us-and-safe-third-country-faq
http://ccrweb.ca/en/refugee-myths-busted-choosing-facts-over-fear
http://ccrweb.ca/en/refugee-myths-busted-choosing-facts-over-fear
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/helpcentre/answer.asp?qnum=105&top=11
http://www.oecd.org/migration/refugees-are-not-a-burden-but-an-opportunity.htm
http://www.dioceseofalgoma.com/UploadedFiles/file/Refugee%20Sponsorship%20Resources/Refugees%20Workshop%20Handouts%202%20-%20Refugees%20in%20Canada%20Myths%20and%20Facts.pdf
http://www.dioceseofalgoma.com/UploadedFiles/file/Refugee%20Sponsorship%20Resources/Refugees%20Workshop%20Handouts%202%20-%20Refugees%20in%20Canada%20Myths%20and%20Facts.pdf
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2011/dp-pd/index-eng.cfm
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2011/dp-pd/index-eng.cfm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/tables-tableaux/sum-som/l01/cst01/labor90a-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/11f0019m/11f0019m2016375-eng.htm
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/economy-lab/for-canada-immigration-is-a-key-to-prosperity/article14711281/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/economy-lab/for-canada-immigration-is-a-key-to-prosperity/article14711281/
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/economic-integration-refugees-canada-mixed-record
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Myth/Misconception #5: 

Refugee Claimants are queue jumpers. 

 
 There is no official queue of refugees seeking asylum.  If your life is in danger, you run. You don’t 

stand still in line and wait for help to come to you.  
 

 There are no "proper" or "normal" channels for refugees to seek protection.  After the end of 
World War Two the international community developed the 1951 United Nations Refugee 
Convention as they realized that applying immigration rules meant that many Jews had been 
unable to flee persecution by the Nazis.   
 

 There are different ways that refugees can apply to come to Canada.  
 When someone comes as a Government-Assisted Refugee (GAR) or a Privately-Sponsored 

Refugee (PSR) they are accessing the “Refugee and Humanitarian Resettlement Program” 
operated by the United Nations.   

 Refugee Claimants who arrive in Canada independently are accessing “In-Canada Asylum 
Program.” 

 
 The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) works with a small number of 

countries, including Canada, to provide resettlement to refugees who have sought asylum in refugee 
camps, or in nearby countries of refuge.   
 

 The need for refugee resettlement far exceeds the opportunities for resettlement.  According to the 
UNHCR, less than 1% of the world’s refugees will ever find a safe haven by being resettled.   
 

 Refugee camps are not orderly processing centres where claimants arrive, take a number, and are 
processed in a systematic fashion.  The process of resettlement operates more like a lottery than 
a queue.  It is only a lucky few who are able to find permanent resettlement, and start the process of 
rebuilding their lives in safety.   
 

 Many refugees know that it is unlikely they will be selected for resettlement by the UNHCR.  If the 
mythical refugee queue actually existed, refugees joining at the end of the line might have to wait for 
100 years to get to the front.  As such, some refugees resort to taking what is often a dangerous 
journey in search of safety for themselves and their families.   

 
Sources & Additional Resources  

1. Canadian Association for Refugee Lawyers, Challenging the Myths: the Truth about Canadian Refugee Law.  
http://www.carl-acaadr.ca/challenging-the-myths  

2. Canadian Council for Refugees, Myths and Facts - Protecting Refugees from Bill C-31.  http://ccrweb.ca/en/issues/myths  
3. Government of Canada, How Canada’s Refugee System Works. http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/refugees/canada.asp 
4. The Guardian, There's No Legal Queue.  Robert Tickner, June 2015. 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/jun/15/theres-no-legal-queue-and-three-other-facts-australians-get-
wrong-about-asylum-seekers  

5. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Global Trends:  Forced Displacement in 2016. 

http://www.unhcr.org/globaltrends2016 
6. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Refugee Resettlement Facts.  http://www.unhcr.ca/wp-

content/uploads/2017/03/Canada-Resettlement-Fact-Sheet-March-2017.v2.pdf  

http://www.carl-acaadr.ca/challenging-the-myths
http://ccrweb.ca/en/issues/myths
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/refugees/canada.asp
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/jun/15/theres-no-legal-queue-and-three-other-facts-australians-get-wrong-about-asylum-seekers
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/jun/15/theres-no-legal-queue-and-three-other-facts-australians-get-wrong-about-asylum-seekers
http://www.unhcr.org/globaltrends2016/
http://www.unhcr.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Canada-Resettlement-Fact-Sheet-March-2017.v2.pdf
http://www.unhcr.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Canada-Resettlement-Fact-Sheet-March-2017.v2.pdf
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Myth/Misconception #6: 

Canada is being overwhelmed by refugees. 

 
 There are over 65 million forcibly displaced people around the world; 22 million of them are refugees. 

The number of new displacements was equivalent to 20 people being forced to flee their homes every 
minute of 2016, or 28,300 people every day. According to the United Nations, we continue to 
witness the highest numbers of displaced people ever recorded.  
 

 More than half (51%) of these refugees are children under 18.  75,000 unaccompanied children 
under the age of 18 (i.e., those separated from their families) claimed asylum in 70 countries in 2016. 
 

 Nine of the top ten refugee hosting countries were in developing regions. Only a small minority of 
refugees and Asylum Seekers make claims in the world’s richest countries such as Canada.  
 

 By the end of 2016, Canada had just about 3 refugees for every 1,000 people living in Canada. The 
top host countries for refugees were Turkey, Pakistan, Lebanon, Iran and Uganda.  With 1 million 
refugees, Lebanon had 169 refugees for every 1,000 people living in the country. 

 

Source: http://www.unhcr.org/globaltrends2016/  

 

 Although the number of annual claims has gone up and down over the years, 25,000 refugee claims 
per year has been the approximate annual average for more than 20 years in Canada.  Canadians 
are noticing a recent increase in the number of claimants at some border crossings, but this 
is only an increase compared to the unusually low numbers of claims in the past few years.  
In 2016, there were a total of 23,894 refugee claims in Canada which is consistent with the historical 
average. 

http://www.unhcr.org/globaltrends2016/
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Source: http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/refugees/infographic-asylum.asp  

 
 
 
 
Sources & Additional Resources  

1. Canadian Council for Refugees, Refugees Entering from US and Safe Third Country: FAQ, http://ccrweb.ca/en/refugees-
entering-us-and-safe-third-country-faq  

2. Canadian Council for Refugees, Canada has Fewer Refugees per Capita than Many other Countries. 
http://ccrweb.ca/en/canada-has-fewer-refugees-capita-many-other-countries  

3. Government of Canada, Historical Look at Asylum Claims in Canada. http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/refugees/infographic-
asylum.asp  

4. Social Planning Council Oxford, Challenging the Myths: Refugees in Canada.  http://spcoxford.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2014/04/Myth-vs.-Fact-Refugees-in-Canada-1.pdf  

5. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 2015 Global Trends Annex Tables. 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgibin/texis/vtx/search/?page=&comid=52aefcd99&cid=49aea93aba&scid=49aea93a5c&keywords=
midyear  

6. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Global Trends:  Forced Displacement in 2016. 
http://www.unhcr.org/globaltrends2016 
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Myth/Misconception #7: 

The United States is a safe country for refugees. 

 
 Canada entered into a Safe Third Country Agreement with the United States (U.S.) in 2004. This 

agreement means that Asylum Seekers in the U.S. must make their refugee claim there - instead of 
in Canada – since it assumes the U.S. is a safe country for refugees.   
 

 The Safe Third Country Agreement leads to more irregular arrivals (i.e., crossing the border 
at points other than official Ports of Entry). In fact, when the agreement was signed, concern 
was raised that increased irregular crossings and potential physical danger for Refugee 
Claimants were likely to occur. More recently, increasing numbers of Refugee Claimants are 
choosing to cross the border through irregular channels because they are afraid that if they make 
their claim at official Ports of Entry, they will be returned to the United States.   
 

 The Canadian Council for Refugees and Amnesty International have both opposed the Safe 
Third Country Agreement since it was first introduced, citing concerns that the U.S. has never 

been safe for all refugees.  Because of U.S. laws and how they are implemented, some refugees 
who receive protection in Canada are denied refugee status in the U.S. In 2007, the Canadian Federal 
Court agreed with these organizations, ruling that the U.S. does not always protect refugees as 
required under international law.  
 

 The situation now is significantly worse.  The Trump Administration has adopted an arbitrary 
immigration enforcement approach, as well as anti-refugee and anti-Muslim measures. This means 
that we cannot be confident that refugees sent back to the U.S. will have their basic rights protected.   

 

 Areas of concern include the confinement of children in U.S. detention centres, and the return 
of refugees to countries where they face the risk of imprisonment, torture or death.     
 

 Many Canadians are adding their voices to appeals from organizations like the Canadian Council for 
Refugees, Amnesty International, and the Canadian Association of Refugee Lawyers; unequivocally, 
they are asking the Government of Canada to suspend the Safe Third Country Agreement.  
 

 Suspending the Safe Third Country Agreement would allow Refugee Claimants to make their 
claim at an official Port of Entry.  This would reduce risk and hardship for Refugee Claimants, 
and lessen the pressures on communities seeking to respond to their needs. 

 
Sources & Additional Resources  

1. Amnesty International, Safe 3rd Country Suspension Letter to Minister Hussen. http://www.amnesty.ca/news/amnesty-

international-canada-must-strip-usa-%E2%80%9Csafe-third-country%E2%80%9D-designation-refugee-claimants 
2. Amnesty International, Tell Your MP: The USA Isn't Safe for Refugees. Retrieved from:  http://www.amnesty.ca/blog/tell-

your-mp-usa-isnt-safe-refugees  
3. Canadian Association of Refugee Lawyers, CARL Calls for Suspension of Safe Third Country Agreement, Increased 

Refugee Re-Settlement, in Wake of Trump Executive Orders.  http://www.carl-acaadr.ca/articles/139 
4. Canadian Council for Refugees, Refugees Entering from US and Safe Third Country: FAQ. http://ccrweb.ca/en/refugees-

entering-us-and-safe-third-country-faq  
5. Manitoba Association of Newcomer Serving Organizations (MANSO), Refugee Claimants Crossing Borders Irregularly. 

http://mansomanitoba.ca/resource-category/refugee-claimants/ 

http://www.amnesty.ca/news/amnesty-international-canada-must-strip-usa-%E2%80%9Csafe-third-country%E2%80%9D-designation-refugee-claimants
http://www.amnesty.ca/news/amnesty-international-canada-must-strip-usa-%E2%80%9Csafe-third-country%E2%80%9D-designation-refugee-claimants
http://www.amnesty.ca/blog/tell-your-mp-usa-isnt-safe-refugees
http://www.amnesty.ca/blog/tell-your-mp-usa-isnt-safe-refugees
http://www.carl-acaadr.ca/articles/139
http://ccrweb.ca/en/refugees-entering-us-and-safe-third-country-faq
http://ccrweb.ca/en/refugees-entering-us-and-safe-third-country-faq
http://mansomanitoba.ca/resource-category/refugee-claimants/
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Myth/Misconception #8:   

We should help those who live here first,  
instead of helping Refugee Claimants. 

 
 Refugee Claimants are members of this community. Helping one vulnerable group does not 

prevent us from also helping others who need support. 
 

 Instead of adopting an “us” versus “them” approach, Manitobans from different backgrounds are 

coming together to assist Refugee Claimants during their first few weeks in our community.   

 
 The first 30 days are critical because Refugee Claimants have limited access to resources 

during this period.  After 30 days, families with refugee claims can apply for work permits and 
access supports to help them become independent. Refugees need additional support during this 
initial period so they can quickly become self-supporting.   
 

 Refugee Claimants and former refugees contribute in many ways to our community.  They pay taxes, 
start businesses, create jobs and volunteer to help others.   
 

 In response to the arrival of Refugee Claimants, former refugees have taken a lead role in working 
with government departments, service providers, ethnocultural community associations, churches, 
etc. to coordinate a comprehensive resettlement plan. Former refugees are also stepping up to help 
by opening their homes; assisting Refugee Claimants with their paperwork; and donating money and 
other essential items.    
 

 There has been growing mutual support between different groups in our community. 
 Immigrants and ethnocultural community members have raised money and volunteered their time 

to address other pressing community issues such as poverty, homelessness and Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women.   

 Indigenous community members have joined Immigration Partnership Winnipeg to foster more 
collaboration between communities, and have raised money to support refugee sponsorships.   

 
 Instead of prioritizing one group over another we need to mobilize our compassion to ensure 

the social and economic inclusion of all community members. 

To find out how you can help go to: 
http://unitedwaywinnipeg.ca/were-united-to-help-refugee-claimants-in-winnipeg/ 

 
 
Sources & Additional Resources  

1. Manitoba Association of Newcomer Serving Organizations (MANSO), Refugee Claimants Crossing Borders Irregularly. 
http://mansomanitoba.ca/resource-category/refugee-claimants/   

2. United Way Winnipeg, We’re United to Help Refugee Claimants in Winnipeg.  http://unitedwaywinnipeg.ca/were-united-to-
help-refugee-claimants-in-winnipeg/ 

3. Immigration Partnership Winnipeg. https://www.ipwinnipeg.org/sector-tables  
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